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Promote or perish in the competitive state school market 
 
There is increasing evidence that parents are choosing to send their children 
to non-government schools. In order to ‘stem the tide’, state schools need to 
sing their praises and build their strengths (Age, 13/8/07: 6). Professor Brain 
Caldwell argues that state schools in Victoria need to build their intellectual, 
social, business and spiritual/values capital to prevent the trends plotted by 
the 2001-2006 census becoming a reality. Between 1999 and 2006, numbers 
of students attending state schools have dropped by almost two per cent, a 
situation which is described by Professor Caldwell as “extremely urgent” (Age, 
13/8/07: 6).  
 
Schools are encouraged to engage more with their communities through, for 
example, engaging with business, a strategy proposed by Federal Education 
Minister Julie Bishop but considered “controversial” (Age, 13/8/07:6). Schools 
are also encouraged to support their principals so they “do more teaching and 
less administration” (Age, 10/8/07: 4). Arguing this is evident in the private 
sector, the move to support principals with experts in areas such as facilities 
management, human resources and maintenance is one strategy suggested 
to prevent the enrolments in non-government schools again rising by twelve 
per cent in Victoria (Age, 13/8/07: 6).  
 
This is occurring in an environment of increasing focus on the performance of 
state schools in Victoria. It is believed in Victoria there are “too many schools 
and too few students” leading to limited subject choices, increased workload 
for teachers, higher rates of absenteeism and lower performance (Age, 
13/8/07: 13). This, coupled with the performance statistics of state schools in 
low socio-economic areas with half the secondary schools and around 40 per 
cent of primary schools performing in the bottom 20 per cent of the state in 
benchmark testing, is cause for concern (Age, 13/8/07: 13). Professor 
Caldwell argues that one strategy to ameliorate this problem is to share 
knowledge between state schools (Age, 13/8/07: 6). There is clearly a 
renewed focus on school performance in the state school sector, and these 
schools’ ability to ‘sell’ themselves to parents; I believe this is but one more 
sign of a highly competitive market between schools. 
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